
Charles McGregor Farmhouse  

Location: 160 McGregor Lane, Lot 3 Con. 1  

Date of Completion:  

Built By: Charles McGregor  

Writer’s Research: Several hours were spent on researching this house and the McGregor family of 

Haldimand. There was a local story just begged to be investigated; there were two McGregor farms, 

both about 50 acres, opposite each other and the story was that the families were not related. On the 

1878 map the farm on Lot 2 was A. McGregor and on Lot 3 C. McGregor, the farm houses were 

opposite each other across, what is now, McGregor Lane.  

Both McGregors were traced through census records and birth and death records. Alex McGregor, 

born 1797, was the father of Charles McGregor, born 1828. This property in Lot 3 was once owned 

by Charles and on Lot 2 by Alex. Their Scottish home was Fogo, Berwickshire.  

The local story was false and the following are some of the research information.  

From Ancestry.ca: Notes for Alexander McGREGOR Alexander immigrated to Ontario in 1833. 
He bought land at Lot 2, Concession 1, Haldimand Township. He built a little log house at 
Linlithgow. The boys slept in the loft, and had to sleep on their stomachs because of snow 
drifting in through the rafters. He acquired a horse and cow, and the first crops were got in by 
hitching them together. He stacked sheaves of grain and brought them in a few at a time to 
thresh in front of the fireplace. His wife Margaret took baskets of eggs and butter and walked to 
Cobourg to sell them. Their main income was from selling pork to lumber camps. They had to 
pay $30 a year to the government for their land, and had difficulty raising it  

I read this as meaning they called their house “Linlithgow”, or maybe they and other Scottish 

settlers in the area were going to create a hamlet named after their old country. Linithgow is a town 

in Scotland 20 miles west of Edinburgh but 60 miles from Fogo. The McGregor name was much 

more common in Linlithgow than Fogo. The above note looks as if it was written by a descendent 

that had firsthand knowledge of the family; my guess is that it was written about 1900. The 1833 

emigration to Upper Canada is supported by the facts that the family gave to the census takers in 

Canada in subsequent years.  

Alex and wife Margaret, married in Scotland 1820, emigrated with three children born in Scotland, 

the youngest born in 1832. In Canada the family increased and the first Canadian born child was in 

1838.  

One of the older children, born in Scotland, was Charles. The 1851 Canadian census shows all the 

family in one house, presumably on Lot 2, but of particular interest is that both Alex and Charles are 

called farmers while all the other male siblings are labourers. The likely interpretation is that the first 

house to be built was Alex’s on lot 2 but Charles farmed the land, opposite, on lot 3 but had yet to 

build his house. At this stage Charles is not married.57  



Charles marries a Margaret Shaw in 1858; Margaret is also an immigrant from Scotland.  

The 1861 census still has the family in one house but with new comers, Charles’ wife Margaret and 

their baby Isabella.  

Subsequent census records show Alex and family in one home and Charles and his family in another. 

Land registry records have a Charles McGregor name on Lot3 in 1862.  

1862 is the date we believe the house was completed on Lot 3. The house on Lot 2 was destroyed by 

fire 50 years ago. 

 


