
Gilliland House  
Location: 10506 Community Centre Rd., Lot 29 Con. 4  

Date of Completion: Circa 1850  

Built By: James Gilliland  

 

Historic Gilliland Pioneer Cemetery plaque: This house was originally built and owned by James 

Gilliland. Gilliland sold part of his land for the construction of a church and cemetery for five 

shillings. Massey’s Episcopal Church, a frame structure was built for 700 dollars. The first minister 

was John Hull. The church was demolished after 1884 when the Wesleyan and Episcopal Methodist 

Churches became the Methodist Church. The pioneer cemetery continues to be maintained by the 

Alnwick/Haldimand Township Heritage Cemeteries Advisory Board.  

 

Owner: Gilliland’s house has had several owners over the years and gone through many renovations. 

The current homeowner is the fifth owner of the house within ten years. The structure is mostly the 

same, a sunroom has been added and the back portion of the house has changed. At the back of the 

house there once was a summer kitchen, with a stove and chimney in the middle of the room. This 

area has been renovated, with the stove and chimney being removed. The homeowner has exposed a 

brick wall which joins the back addition to the rest of the house. The brick exterior of the house was 

in very bad condition and was covered with blue siding when they current owners purchased the 

house. The house is now clad in board and batten style siding.  

 

1811 map: Simon McNabb was the owner of this lot.  

 

1878 map: J. Gilliland is listed as the owner of 100 acres on this lot. The house, church and cemetery 

are also shown on this property.  

 

familysearch.org: There are many people by the name of James Gilliland on this database. One in 

particular was born in 1803 in Ireland. At the time of the 1861 Ontario Census, he was residing in 

Haldimand. We can assume that this is the owner of the Gilliland House. 

 


