
James Thomas House  

Location: 338 Speechly Road, Lot 27 Con. 4  

Date of Completion: 1864  

Built by: James Thomas  

 

Homeowner: Shortly after building this house, James Thomas passed away. The house was then left 

to his son, Richard Thomas – believed to be born in Ireland in 1827  

 

Few changes have been made to the exterior of the house, but many changes were made inside. In the 

1970s, a second storey was added on to the addition that was once the summer kitchen. Original 

baseboards, windows and doors were removed. As well the staircase was moved to a different 

location and interior walls were removed. Where there were once two rooms, now one large room 

exists.  

 

The current homeowners have worked to restore the original look of the house by adding replica 

baseboards and solid wood doors. They have also uncovered an old fireplace and added a barn beam 

as the mantle.  

 

1878 map: It appears that an R. Thomas was the owner of 100 acres of Lot 27, Concession 4.  

Authors’ Note: This note will be on both lot 27 and previous page lot 26. These two lots are split 

east/west with R. Thomas owning the south and J Stewart the north of each lot. They had about 200 

acres each but being squarer, compared to the long narrow Lot, and would have been more efficient 

to farm. The map has houses on both north and south halves which correspond to the position of our 

photographed houses. Now go to the 1878 Atlas (Google; “Richard Thomas Haldimand 1878 Atlas”), 

only the Richard Thames farm is shown. I estimate only one in 30 farms are shown. The reason; the 

farmer not only had to pay to be included in the Atlas but also the cost of the artist to draw the 

property. 



 


